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he new Omilcron varl-

ant could potentially

threew awrenich In even
the most carefully planned
holiday travel and end-of-the
year parties. Christmas and
New Year trading are vital for
hospitality venues, many of
whom rely on making ciough
maoney in the festive period to
get them through the leaner
months at the stan of the new
vear. The loss of a second
Christmas season on a trot is
hean-hreaking news for the
hospitality industry.

There's no do-over for last
year's subdued celebrations as
Cmicron scems 1o be the
Grinch that's stolen the
Christmas cheer. Thene will be
no big-ticket events as state
povernments continue clamp-
Ing down on big gatherings,

On Saturday, the
BrihanMumbal  Municipal
Corporation lssued an adviso-
ry to Mumbal residents asking
them to avoid gatherings on
Chiristmas and New Yiear's Eve.
While closed places (halls and
restaurants) will have to follow
@ capacity cap of 30 per cenl,
open venues will have a capac-
{ty eap of 25 per cent. The cor-
poration has also decided to
deploy squads at each of its
wards (o 1est out compliance.

While  the  130-acre
Imlagican theme park oear
Mumbal has planned a big
bash on December 31 with a
disc jockey, late-night right
rides, entenainment acts. and
night parade, most city hotels
are restricting celebration to
curated menus and buffets for
in-house guests.

“We are exerting all effornts
1o achieve our goal of operat-
Ing responsibly in a way that's
geing to maintaln  and
enhance guest experience. We
continue to monitor the situa-
tion on an ongoing basis for
New Years. Eve” sald
Imagicaaworld Enterialnment
Chiel Executive Officer (CEO)
Dhimant Bakshi. The park has
introduced open-air dining
options and virtual queucing-
up for rides to minimise

crpwding. headded,

Sear hotels inthe city, how-
ever, are not taking any
chances In view of the rapidly
evolving Omicron threat.

“We are not organising any
large celebrations on New
Year's Eve toavoid last-minute
changes in guidelines. We will
be hosting special dinnpers at
our restaurants and letting out
banguet halls by adhering 1o
povernment giildelines. So far,
there is no demand for ban-
quet events on New Year's Eve
in city hotels as people are
travelling to leisure destina-
thons,” sakd Vifay Singh, busi-
ness head of Hotel Sahara Star,
Mumbai.

Gurbax Singh Kohli, vice-
president at The Federation of
Hotel & Restaurant
Associations of India, rued
that even as hotels and restau-
ranis have been following
Covid-19 protocals in a strin-
gent manner, they have been
atthe “receivingend”, The fre-
quent advisories and their
ambiguity are creating a ~fear
peychosis®, he sald, alluding o
the implementation of Section
144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code [n Maharashir

“Most of them are left open
o interpretation,” sakd Kohli,
polnting out there is a nosd to
have a unified et of rules.

On Sarurday, the District
Disaster Management Auth-
ority of New Delhi ordered the
cancellation of Punjabi singer
AP Dhilllon's concert at Andaz
hotel in Actocity. Around 400-
500 guests were expected for

tighten Covid curbs
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. m Events that are going

ahead are taking place ina
scafed-down fashion

W Kamataka's (ovid-13
technical advisory
committee, too, has
recommended curbs,
including a night curfew
from Dec30-Jan2

# W Hotels not organising large

celebrations on New Year's
Eve to avoid last-minute
changes in guidelines

the event and the civic body
ordered cancellation of the
event, citing existing Covid-19
restrictions.

Kamataka's Covid-19 tech-
nilcal advisory comimittee, too,
has  recommended  curbs,
including a night curfew from
December 30-January 2.

Abead of an event mansge-
ment comepany sald the fear of
the Omicron strain has led
hotels to skip bigspender
events.

"We had conversations
with hotels around July or
August for evenls on New
Year's Eve. Things had stancd
o normalise by then and we
had hoped tolinalise our plans
by October. But the Covid-19
pandemic is still around and it
willbeabitof a risk to organise
lange gatherings. Also with a
50 per cent cap on capacity, it
my nof be feasible toonganise
large events,” sabd Birju Gariba,
founder and CEQ of Iskra
Events & Celebratlons, an
Ve Management company.

Evens that ane golng ahead
are taking place in a scaled-
down faghion.

“Wie are doing the Sunbum
at a ¢lub-level scale in Goa
with an artiste we had booked
earlier with all the Covid-19
protocols like entry to doubbe-
vaccinated persons and limii-
od entries. This Is not compa-
rable to the Sunburn Goa
festival we had in pre-Covid
days,” said Manu| Agarwal,
CEO of Percept Live, which
organises the clectronic dance
mitisic festival,



