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mesmerizing island group
of Lakshatweep in the Ara-
bian Sea has recently found
#self in the melight owing to Prime
Minister Narendra Modfs push for
domestc tourism and the com-
bined efforts of various industry
stakeholders. The spatlight on this
hidden gem has unveiled a bur-
geoning interest among travellers
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Treading trending Lakshadweep

Lakshadweep has gained spotlight as a key domestic travel destination following
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to the archipelago. Experts feel the
destination needs better infrastructural facilities to cash in on its potential.

and spurred a furry of discussions
centered on its untapped potertial
and the necessary enhancements
required to transtorm it into a pre-
mier tourist destination,

Pradeep Shetty, President, Ho-
tel and Restaurant Associabion
(Western India) - HRAW) & Fed-
eration of Hotel and Restaurant
hssociations of India (FHRAI),
highlighted the need for infrastruc-

tural upgrades at the destination.
‘At present, Lakshadweep oper
ates onty one or two flights weekdy
with fimited seat capacity using
ATRs. There is an urgent need to
augment fight frequency and up-
grade airport faciifies, including
larger runways. Simultaneously,
augmenting room inventory is
crucial, We strongly advocate for
a comprehensive tourism devel-
opment plan for Lakshadwesp

encompassing  increased  fight
frequencies, improved  airport
infrasiructure and expanded ac-
commodations. FHRA|I empha-
sizes these upgrades as vital 1o
glevate Lakshadweep's appeal, al-
tracting ghobal tourists while sup-
porting sustainable tourism and
local communities. Collaboration
with authorities remains pivotal for
realizing this vision and nuriuring
Lakshadweep into a premier des-

Pradeep Shetty
President, HASM & FHRAY

fination aligning with the indusry's
commitment 1o a thoving Indian
tourism landscape,” he said.

MP Bezbaruah, Secretary Gen-
eral, Holel Association of India,
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